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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
Ruth Kistler

Are you too just now
coming down from your
election high? What an
exciting and historic
election year! Record
numbers of citizens who
had never beforein-
volved themselvesin an election were swept up.
And we, as League of Women V oters members,
played an important part by registering voters,
informing citizens of the issues, enabling people
to vote, and ensuring those votes were counted.
We also, asindividuas, campaigned, phoned,
and otherwise supported our candidates.

Now the election’s over, but there' s still alot of
work ahead. We will discuss and try to reach
consensus on the study “Election Methods. Re-
view of Alternatives and Oregon Proposals’ in
January. | expect the experiences of this election
year will inform some of that discussion. By
January’ s end, we need to do our program plan-
ning; we need to review the current local and
state league positions to decide whether to retain,
drop, or update them, and perhaps consider new
studies to recommend to the state league. We
want to interview our state representative, Jean
Cowan, to learn her positions on the important
issues for the 2009 legislative session. We would
also like to meet with our newly elected Con-
gressman, Kurt Schrader, to let him know about
league concerns and ask about his positions on
our issues.

But at this moment, as the year winds down, let’s
relax and enjoy the holiday season. We'll lunch
together at the Side Door Café on December 18.
WEe'll share some of our good fortune with the
women and children of My Sister’s Place and the
families at Samaritan House. We'll listen to Bill
Hall tell uswhat our county is doing about the
issues that affect youth here. We'll spend time
with our friends and families. And then we'll get
ready for another year of hard, but rewarding,
league work.

Oregons Updated
Bottle Bill
Charmian Mass

| recently received this information from North
Lincoln Sanitary Service in
Lincoln City:

oy

goski S|gned a bill into law !__:-“ T
that updates Oregon's 37
year old bottle bill. Effective January 1, up-
dates will include a refundable deposit for all
water and flavored water bottles under three
liters. The bill also mandates that stores occu-
pying 5,000 square feet or more must begin
accepting empty containers of any brand or
size, if they sell the same type of bever-

age. For example, a store that sells soft drinks
must accept and pay a refund on any brand of
soft drink container.

The legislation also creates a Bottle Bill Task
Force charged with making recommendations
on how to further expand or modify the bottle
bill's recycling system.

The Task Force is looking into changes such
as moving to redemption centers (Oregon is
entirely return-to-retail), including other bever-
ages, and possibly raising the deposit.

Calendar

December 18 LWV meeting Noon
Side Door Café

HAFPY NEW YEAR 2009

January 6 Board Meeting 1pm
West Coast Bank
all members welcome

January 15 LWV Meeting

Election Methods Consensus
January 26 Board Meeting 1pm
West Coast Bank
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LEAGUE PROGRAM PLANNING
Be Prepared!

League Program is the League’s “reason
for being”- the basis for both education and
action. Annually League members choose
an area for concerted study and action. The
League program process begins with selec-
tion and adoption, continues with study and
discussion, and culminates in action and
change.

At the beginning of the year we will look at
state and local positions, and decide
whether they should be retained, restudied,
or dropped. At that time members may sug-
gest new study areas. Local Leagues pro-
vide the impetus for all statewide studies/
positions.

The Program Planning Process begins
when we talk about and debate where we
want to direct our energy and efforts for the
future. Every year, we make suggestions for
local program. This year, we will also dis-
cuss state program, as new studies will be
decided at the State Convention in May.

By Preparing for Program Planning, you
can help create a lively, stimulating meet-
ing!

1. Review League positions (on-line or in
your Handbook—if you would like a
Handbook, call Ruth), and think about
our community, the “burning” issues and
guestions, the needs of citizens, and any
gaps in service.

2. Consider what might be desirable in ad-
dressing the gaps or issues.

What issues are most critical to our
community? « What issues will stir the
imagination of our members? « What
would give League greater visibility
and credibility?e What studies or pro-
jects would help the League link with
diverse individuals and organizations?

3. Consider what is feasible, given League
resources and expertise.

" How could LWV help achieve appro-
priate public policy or action on these
issues? » What League positions cur-
rently exist? « Is the issue timely?

* Who in League will chair the study
committee? ¢ Who in League will join
the committee? ¢ Could League form
partnerships with other public or non-
profit/private organizations?
4. How are voters service and citizen educa-
tion integrated into program?

Come to the program planning meeting pre-
pared to offer your ideas. Now is the time to
be creative, to dream about the studies or
educational/advocacy projects that will make
League a more vital organizations, make a
difference in the community, and engage
your heart and mind.

To See State Positions:
www.lwvor.com/lwvorpositions

To See Local Positions:
www.lwvlincolncounty.org/

“The League of Women Vot-
ersof Oregon is a grassroots,
nonpartisan political organi-
zation which encourages the
informed and active partici-
pation of citizens in govern-
ment in order to build better
communities statewide.”

ANy

LWV LINCOLN COUNTY

President Ruth Kistler Directors:
Vice President Charmian Mass Milie Ehman
Secretary Suzanne Maxson Joan Haffner
Treasurer Jamie Aubom SusanKrein
Marilyn Podesta
Frances Van Wert
Committee Chairs:
LandUse Janice Gerdemann
Membership Frances Van Wert
Newsletter Joan Haffner
Chid Health Martha Homberg
Nominating Suzanne Maxson
\oters Service SusanKrein

Publicity Needed
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Climate

Change

A National Priority for the League

Note from the National League of Women Voters

Global climate change is one of the most serious
threats to the environment, health and economy of our
nation. Recent scientific studies show that global
warming is already causing environmental changes
that will have significant global economic and socia
impacts.

The League believes that now isthe time to act on
global climate change. We can reduce globa warm-
ing pollution by using existing technologies to make
power plants and factories more efficient, make cars
go farther on agallon of gasoline, and shift to cleaner
technologies. Cities, statesand individuals are al-
ready adopting many of these solutions, which aso
reduce our dependence on ail, reduce air pollution,
and protect pristine places from ail drilling and min-
ing. State and local initiatives are proving that an-
swers exist.

To reinforce and expand on those efforts, the
League urges federal action that reduces global
warming pollutants on a national and global
scale.

What We Can Do To Lessen

CLIMATE CHANGE
Asreported in lwv.org

Pamela W. Person, LWVVME, is a member of the LWNWUS
Climate Change Task Force.

This article was originally written as an op-ed in the Ban-
gor Daily News (ME) as away to help rural Maine citizens
reduce their energy costs. It was then reprinted in the
League of Women Voters of Maine newdletter. It isalso
being used by the Bucksport Bay Healthy Communities
Environment and Energy Committee (ME) as a public edu-
cation piece and is on the American Lung Association of
Maine Web site. The LWVUS Climate Change Task Force
hopes that local Leagues can use this paper for public edu-
cation.

SOME M oney— Saving, NO cost or low cost
waysto reduce your electric bill.

1 Turn off your lights when you leave aroom.
2. If there are “instant on” electronicsin your home
(TVs, VCRs, DV Ds, computers, radios) in your home, plug
them into a power strip so you can turn them off com-
pletely when you are not using them. “Instant on” costs
consumers 7 percent annually.
3. Turn off your computer when you will not be us-
ing it for more than four hours or overnight.
4. Dry your clothes on aline in warm weather and
indoorswhen it is cold or inclement.
5. Turn your hot water heater down to 120 degrees
(no lower). If your water heater was made before 2000,
wrap it in water heater wrap to conserve heat. Any newer
water heater has enough insulation; you will void the war-
ranty if you wrap it.
6. When alight bulb burns out, replace it with a
compact fluorescent (CFL) one. The new CFLs are brighter
and smaller, fit more fixtures, and contain less mercury.
Replacing five of your most used incandescent light bulbs
with CFLswill save you nearly $50 annually. They use 75
percent less energy and last up to ten times longer. (http://
www.lipower.org/efficiency/ti ps/html)
7. When alight bulb burns out, replace it with a
compact fluorescent (CFL) one. The new CFLs are brighter
and smaller, fit more fixtures, and contain less mercury.
Replacing five of your most used incandescent light bulbs
with CFLs will save you nearly $50 annually. They use 75
percent less energy and last up to ten times longer. (http:/
www.lipower.org/efficiency/ti ps/html)

8. Turn down the heat at night and when not at home
so the furnace’ s electric motor will not run as much.
9. If you have an air conditioner, try to haveit run as

little as possible so your bill will be lower.

10. During hot spells, try using fans instead of, or in
addition to, an air conditioner. Wear cool clothes and drink
plenty of water.

11. Most nights in most areas, turn off the air condi-
tioner and open the windows for cool, fresh air.

12. Change your air conditioner’sfilter yearly.

13. Wash your clothes only when you have a full

load. Ninety percent of the energy used for washing clothes
isfor heating the water. So, wash in warm or cold water
and use the energy savings features (http://
www.lipower.org/efficiency/ti ps/html)

14. Wash your dishes in the dishwasher only when
you have afull load as 60 to 80 percent of the power used
by the dishwasher is for heating the water. (http://
www.lipower.org/efficiency/tips/html) If you have a small
family, rinse dirty dishesin cold water before putting into
the dishwasher so they can accumulate over several meals.
Usethe“air dry” feature.

15. Make more than one meal at atime, e.g., soups,
stews, casseroles, spaghetti sauce. Freeze the other portions
in separate containers for future meals. This saves time and
effort as well as adds variety to your menus.

16. Dry your hair in the air rather than with adryer.




WAVE LENGTHS

December 2008

ByAnneApplebaum

Columnist, The Washington Post

I was convinced by the reigning scientific consensus on
global warming along time ago: | have accepted that high
levels of carbon, caused by human use of fossil fuels, have
caused climate change, and am glad that this fact finally is
taken seriously in the U.S. | am less convinced, though,
that the solutions have been treated serioudly, especially in
Europe. Clearly, any nation that cares about climate change
must abandon the bankrupt Kyoto treaty on climate change
immediately.

For those who need reminding, this much-vaunted
treaty creates a complicated and unenforceable system of
international targets for carbon emissions reduction, creat-
ing a market for trading in carbon “credits.” European crit-
ics of the American President have condemned him for
failing to sign the treaty, conveniently forgetting that the
Senate rejected it 95 to 0 back in 1997. At the same time,
Canada and Japan aren’t even close to compliance. Others
that will meet the targets, such as Britain, can do so be-
cause their economies now rely less on heavy industry than
they once did. China and India, whose emissions rates are
growing rapidly, are exempt as “developing” countries—
which, given their economic strength, is absurd. Within the
United States, a complicated carbon trading regime won't
work either: So much is at stake for so many industries that
any relevant legislation would be too easily distorted by
their various lobbies.

Any lasting solutions will have to be extremely
simple and—because of the cost implicit in reducing the
use and emissions of fossil fuels—will also have to benefit
those countries that impose them. Fortunately, there is such
asolution, one that is grippingly unoriginal, requires no
special knowledge of economics and is easy for any coun-
try to implement. It's called a carbon tax, and it should be
applied across the board to every industry that uses fossil
fuels, every building with a heating system, every motorist,
and every public transportation system. Immediately, it
would produce awealth of innovations to save fuel, as well
as new incentives to conserve. More to the point, it would
produce a big chunk of money that could be used for other
things. Anyone for balancing the budget? Fixing Social
Security for future generations? Or—my personal favor-
ite—massive reduction of income tax? As aforeign policy
side benefit, users of the tax would suddenly find them-
selves less dependent on Persian Gulf oil or Russian natu-
ral gas, too.

Most of all, though, the successful use of carbon
taxes does not require a U.N. committee or a complicated
international effort. It can be done country by country: If a
future American president wants to rally the nation around
apatriotic cause, here is the perfect opportunity. If the Chi-
nese or the British see that such atax has produced unex-
pected benefits, they’ll follow. And when that happens,
we'll know that those who warn of the dangers of climate
change have finally taken the threat seriously.

AN

NOW HIRING

Job Announcement:
Legislative Administrator
Deadline for Applications: December 15,2008
Starting date: January 5, 2009

The LWV of Oregon is seeking a part-time administra-
tor to serve the League’s volunteer action team as
they work with the 2009 Legislature.

During the legislative session, League members
monitor legislative proceedings, work to influence the
outcome of the legislature through testimony and lob-
bying, and ensure that the public has access to the
legislative process. The Legislative Administrator
provides support to the action team.

Position Details:

a. Part-time, hourly position, at 25 hours per
week. More time will particularly be needed in
the last two weeks of the session.

b. The position is expected to run a minimum of
six months, beginning January 5, 2009 and end-
ing mid-July 2009. Ending date may change de-
pending on the legislature’s adjournment date.

c. Payis $10.00-12.00/hour depending on ex-
perience and background.

For more information please see: http://www.lwvor.org/
CurrentJobOpening.html

AND FOR LWV MEMBERS/VOLUNTEERS...
Interested in Joining the Action Committee?

Would you like to become active in the legislative
political process and more knowledgeable about
the issues that drive it?

Is the idea of working with a committed group of

individuals to further the public good an attractive

concept to you?
If you can answer “Yes” to these questions, then per-
haps YOU are the one we are looking for! From a
core group of four individuals during the interim, the
LWVOR Action Committee expands considerably dur-
ing each Legislative Session. We need a cadre of
volunteers to join us in those busy days to monitor
hearings (either in person or remotely over the Inter-
net); meet with legislators, aides or lobbyists; re-
search issues; write letters; or deliver public testi-
mony. Membership in the LWV is strongly recom-
mended.
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Changes... Changes ???

Please answer the following questions
and return this page to Jamie Auborn, PO Box
1577, Waldport, OR 97394 or you may answer
it online by clicking on:
www.lwwvlincolncounty.or g/surveydec08.html

The Lincoln County Board has been consider-
ing changing our meetings to early evenings
instead of having them at noon. Severa mem-
bersfind driving at night difficult, but it may be
possibleto car pool. We would like to be more
accessible to working folks who cannot take the
time to attend during the day.

Would you be willing to attend our meeting if it
wereto be held at 5:30-7pm? YES NO

Would you prefer we keep the meeting at Noon?
YES NO

Would you need arideif the meeting is held after
dark?
YES NO

Can you provide aride for someone else?
YES NO

Do you want to receive your newd etter online only?
YES NO

Y our Name:

Y our email address:

Membership Renewal Reminder

Have you remembered to send in your
membership renewal? If so, many thanks, if
not, please send to Jamie Auborn, PO Box
1577, Waldport, 97394. Thanks

Conservation Easementsin

Yachats
Janice Gerdemann

One way to protect aviewshed is being imple-
mented by View the Futurein Y achats. They
have recently worked with property owners and
the County to develop conservation easements
which protect slopes from clearcutting without
interfering with owners@rivate property rights.

What isa Conservation easement?

An easement, as you may know, isarestriction
on aproperty which is part of thetitle to that
property and stays with it in perpetuity, regard-
less of who owns the property. Easementsto al-
low utilities to cross a piece of property are most
common, but property owners can grant other
types of easements as well, such as road access to
another property or access for atrail to pass
through a property.

A conservation easement isaway for a property
owner to insure that certain values of that prop-
erty will be protected. The easement may pro-
hibit clearcutting or specify what percentage of
timber can be removed from a property. It may
allow certain kinds of activities (a pedestrian
trail) but prohibit others (atrail for motorized
vehicles). The easement can be used to protect
wetlands, wildlife, and riparian (stream side) ar-
eas. It isavoluntary action on the part of land-
ownersto protect the health and quality of a natu-
ral areaon their property. Lincoln County cur-
rently allows landowners to identify riparian
habitat as a conservation easement and to deduct
the value of that portion of their property from
tax assessments.

View the Future is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.
The board is deeply committed to the quality of lifein
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Y achats. Supportersinclude local residents, property
owners who live outside the area, and many visitors
who come to enjoy the special beauty of this commu-
nity. The Y achats City Council recognizesthat View
the Future® objectives support the city®own Strate-
gic Plan, has taken a great interest in VtF©goals and
isregularly informed about the status of their efforts
in a collaborative approach to preserving and enhanc-
ing the Y achats viewshed.

As aparty to a conservation easement, View the Fu-
ture may share in some of the costs of establishing the
easement, such as paying for an appraisal, and also
agreeing to monitor the easement, making sure that
no violations occur. The VtF board believesthis
commitment is aviable direction to protect the
health and beauty of Y achats natural surround-
ings for the future. Easements are voluntary for
the property owner.

New
Easement

Gerdemann Botanical Garden

Thewonderful garden developed by LWVLC
member Janice Gerdemann and her husband, Jim,
has been formally recor ded as a Conservation
Easement. Future plansfor the garden include a
public trail through the garden to connect with the
804 trail, aswell as handicapped accessibletrail
loop and viewing area. While open to the public,
the garden remains private property.

New owners of the property, Jerry and
Kathleen Sand, worked with the Gerdemann’s and
with View the Futureand Lincoln Land L egacy to
accomplish this preservation of a beautiful garden.

The Gerdemann’s have settled into Sea
Aire, and are delighted their garden will continue
to be appreciated by residentsand visitorsto Lin-
coln County.

Toread moreabut Janiceand Jim’s Garden, go
to: http://yachats.info/vtf/articlessRG_garden_4-
12-08.pdf

Lincoln County’sfirst Conservation Easement

More than 100 people witnessed the signing
of a conservation easement which will protect 16
acres of forested headlands between the Y achats
River and Cape Perpetua Scenic Area. The property,is
owned by Norman and Joanne Kittel . View the Fu-
tureisaparty to the agreement and is responsible for
maintaining the terms of the easement in perpetuity.
Trees, wildlife, and the magnificent view - accessible
to the public from the Amanda Trail, which runs
across the west side of the property - will be protected
regardless of any changes in ownership.

Noting that it "takes a community to create a
conservation easement,” Joanne described the chal -
lenges of creating one of the first conservation ease-
ments in Lincoln County. Her persistence madeit a
reality, but she hopes that future property owners will
have an easier time by following her path.

Hooray for Grapefruit!

Hooray! The great LWVLC grapefruit sale of
2008 isover! Anditwasagreat success! We
cleared over $1,000!

Many thanksto all who participated. Thanks go
out to those who publicized our sale, those who
sold the grapefruit, those who delivered the
grapefruit, and, of course, those who bought the
grapefruit and those who donated money in lieu
of (or in addition to) buying grapefruit. Special
thanks go out to our members who gave up their
grapefruit when we were unable to fill the order.

And as for the occasional foul-up or miscommu-
nication, we apologize. We're already working
on more nearly fool proof procedures for next
year. After all, we have customers eagerly await-
ing the great LWV LC grapefruit sale of 2009.

And from an impatient customer:

The League of Women Voters and Grapefruit.

Where, Oh Where, have the grapefruit gone?
They are not outside upon the lawn.

The League of Women Voterswill not say
But we believe that they have gone astray.

Oh Powerful League, Restore Our Fruit!
Then we will go upon a grapefruit toot.

L. R. Eaton




¥6£.6 dO ‘Modprem
L.GT x0g 'O 'd
Auno) ujoouI Jo SI810A USWOANA JO anbea

League of Women Voters . For information call Frances Van Wert
of Lincoln County Membership FOrm | vembesnip crar, 765-2422
Name Phone E-Mail
Address City Zip

Individual Household

Annual Membership Dues (Circleone.) $50 $75
___ | amanew member
___lamrenewing my membership The membership year begins October 1.
___laminterested in working with the League. Please make checks payable to: LWV of Lincoln County
___ Pleasecall me. Dues are not tax deductible.

Contributionsto LWV Oregon and LWV United States Education Fund aretax deductible.

I wish to contribute an additional amount to the LWV Oregon Education Fund $

| wish to contributeto LWV Lincoln County $

These contributions assist LWV Voter Service activities and education proj ects.
(Contributions to Educational Funds and payment of dues must be on separate checks.)

Total Enclosed: $

Please mail to: Jamie Auborn, P. O. Box 1577, Waldport, OR 97394



