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League of Women Voters of Lincoln County, Oregon

February 2010

General Meeting
February 18 Thursday Noon
At the Newport Library

Vice Pres. AnaMaria E Smith will give us
an update on the Dream Act and immigra-
tion issues.

AnaMaria is active with Hatfield Marine Cen-
ter, leading an effort to make sure our His-
panic neighbors are informed and able to
respond should we be surprised by a Tsu-
nami in this area. She also volunteers with
Centro de Ayuda and works closely with the
Hispanic population.

The video Reining in the Storm—One
Building at a Time will then be shown.
This video on creating clean water through
Low Impact Development techniques illus-
trates methods of treating water at your
home, your neighborhood and communities.
We begin to update our information on local
water issues and prepare for the Coastal
Waters study we will assist with in the com-
ing months.

Lots of good, thought provoking informa-
tion. Lots of discussion. We look for-
ward to seeing you there.

Carrie Chapman Catt, founder of the League of
Women Voters

We Invite You to Celebrate With
Us!

League of Women Voters
90th Birthday

Please join us on Friday February 19, 2010 at the
State Capitol to Celebrate 90 years of enduring
vitality and resonance.

A proclamation reading and cake cutting will be-
gin at 12:30 P.M. in the Galleria. Exhibits will
be on display from 8 A.M. to 3 P.M.

January General Meeting — Positions

At our January meeting, members decided to keep
all our positions, and update our position on Land
Use, with a focus on:
monitoring easements on the coast
Preparing a brochure for realtors to give
folks planning to build on the oceanfront
Erosion, tsunami, climate change effects

In addition we will stay informed, and consider
any action on the following issues:
Immigration \
Children’s issues
Port issues
Coastal Issues and the Coastal Study
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Ruth Kistler

Celebrate! I'm jumping from one celebration to tlext. Ididn’t spend much time partying after the

passage of Ballot Measures 66 & 67, even though
our voter service and advocacy efforts were an im-
portant part of that success.

We're now busy spreading the word about
the League of Women Voters’ 90th birthday celebra-
tion. On Friday, Feb 5, | was interviewed about th
League’s birthday by OCCC President Patrick
O’Connor on his KNPT radio program. On Tuesday,
Feb 9, | was interviewed by OCCC Development
director, A.T.Ronan, on her KCUP radio program.

And recently the Lincoln County Commissioners
Ruth and AnaMaria address the County Commissicathey Pro- proclalmeﬁj’ Feb 14 ad WV Maklng Democracy
claim February 14 WV Making Democracy Work Day Work Day”. Several members of LWVLC were
present as | told the commissioners:

“90 years ago, on February 14, 1920, NAWSA, the e suffrage organization, met in convention. The
right of women nation-wide to vote, which had béesfocus of their decades-long struggle, was atmout
become law. The 19th amendment to the U.S. Catistithad passed both houses of Congress and would
soon be ratified by the necessary 36 states. (ifi@gists celebrated their victory, but they diat dis-

band. Instead, they redirected their efforts taleducating the newly-enfranchised women and h#rot
citizens about the issues of the day, and towacdwaging citizens’ informed and active participatin
government. They became the National League of @/oxfoters.

In the years since the League’s birth, League \tekns, women and men, have worked hard to serve our
communities and democracy. In Lincoln County wgster voters, and produce and distribute our read-
able and carefully balancatbters’ Guides We sponsor debates and forums that presentdatediand
issues to the voters and promote civil discussMe’ve studied issues that matter to our commusitigh

as homeless youth, immigration, and land use. Wadvork to protect and improve our democracy by in-
sisting that the electoral process, the courts thedvork of all levels of government be fair anpéno to
public scrutiny. We believe these efforts, oftertollaboration with other organizations, make deraoy
work. We are proud to be the League of Women \éadéiLincoln County.”

On Feb 19, we’'ll eat birthday cake in the rotuntitha Oregon State Capitol. Car pool anyone?

2010 Calendar

February 18 General Meeting Immigration Issues
February 22 Board Meeting 1pm

March 18 General Meeting Noon
March 29 Board Meeting

April 17 Saturday Brunch! Water Issues
April 26 Board Meeting

May 6 Annual Meeting
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CITIZENS UNITED DECISION SETS OFF
REVOLUTION IN CAMPAIGN FINANCE

Supreme Court Erred, Decision Undermines
Basic Pillar of American Democracy

The following is a statemebly Mary G. Wilson,
national president of the League of Women Vot-
ers on the Supreme Court’s decisior€itizens
United v. FEC The League had filed ammicus
briefin this case:

“The Supreme Court has made a tragic mis-
take. Their decision announced todayGiti-
zens United v. FE@ constitutionally irre-
sponsible and will surely bring about an anti-
democratic revolution in how we finance
elections in this countryToday, basic pillars
of American democracy have been under-
mined — that elections should not be cor-
rupted by vast corporate wealth and that the
voters should be at the center of our democ-
ratic system. . . Congress and the President
enacted campaign finance laws over a series
of decades for a reason — to protect our de-
mocracy from the perverse influence of big
money in our elections. In making this deci-
sion, the Court has ignored the best interests
of the American public and our representative
form of government...”

From LWV.org Jan 21, 2010 (you may read the endisti-
mony at LWV.org)

Half Year Membership

As our dues come due in October, we are now
providing 1/2 year memberships—at half the
cost: you will pay $25 for a membership
through October, and $37 for you and your
partner through October.

We realize that this has been a tough year for
many of us—and hope that this will allow
memberships for those who have had to hesi-
tate.

House Extends Ban on Offshore Drilling

HB 3613 extends the ban on offshore drilling in gane
for 10 years February 8, 2010

SALEM - The House today voted to extend the ban on
offshore drilling in Oregon for 10 years. The ntoraim
was first adopted in the early 1990s and readapted
2007 with bipartisan support. The moratorium exgir
thirty-seven days ago on January 2nd.

Oregon policy has stated for decades that thegpyim
economic use of our ocean must involve renewable re
sources,” said Representative Ben Cannon (D-Pditlan
Chair of the House Environment and Water Commit-
tee. “Our predecessors had the wisdom to undefstan
that fishing, crabbing, and renewable energy waulg-
ply a greater long-term source of economic progperi
than developing a few days worth of oil and natuyas.

Oregon’s diverse coastal economy generates approxi-
mately 5.4 billion dollars in personal income, imting
valuable commercial fishing, aquaculture, touristd a
recreational sectors that would be at risk if aftgholil
drilling were allowed in Oregon’s territorial sed8
groups have signed on to support this bill — fraxme
mercial fishing organizations and businesses degrénd
on tourist dollars to conservation groups.

This bill is supported by a broad swath of grouyz to
not often agree with one another,” said Representat
Deborah Boone (D-Cannon Beach). “The reason & cle
This moratorium is good for the coastal economypdyo
for the environment and allows us to make smamstyv
ments in renewable technologies like wave energy.”

HB 3613 now moves to the Senate.

LWV LINCOLN COUNTY
Directors
President Ruth Kistler Maxine Demory
Vice President AnaMaria Smith Milie Ehrman
Secretary Suzanne Maxson Joan Haffner
Treasurer Jamie Aubom Marilyn Podesta
Frances Van Wert

Committee Chairs:  Voter Service Marilyn Podesta

Membership Frances VanWert

Publicity Millie Ehrman

Newsletter Joan Haffner

Child Health Martha Holmberg

Nominating Suzanne Maxson

LandUse Janice Gerdemann
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OCCC hosts Town Hall with
Congressman Kurt Schrader

On Friday, February 19, at4 p.m., Oregon
Coast Community College will be the site of a
Congressional Town Hall with Congressman
Kurt Schrader.

The public is encouraged to attend this event,
held in the Central Commons of OCCC'’s new
Central County Campus at 400 SE College
Way in Newport.

Homeless Youth in Lincoln County

For several years, Lincoln County LWV has had
a special interest in the plight of runaway and
homeless youth in our communities. Our study
was completed in 2006 and our position adopted
then (see lwvlincolncounty.org for the position.)
The needs of these youth and strategies for help;
ing them are the focus of the Lincoln County
Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) Coalition.
Last year, Martha Holmberg attended these mee|
ings for the League and kept us informed. Ruth
Kistler participated in a few meetings last Fall.
Neither Martha nor Ruth can continue.

We're looking for some other League member
who has the time and energy to attend. RHY
Coalition meetings are in Newport, the second
Tuesday of the month, 1:30—3:00 pm. The
meetings are open to the public (that's us). You
could be an observer at the meetings and report
back to the League, or you could be an active
participant, as you wish. Please let Ruth know if
you’re willing to attend RHY Coalition meetings.
Help our League and help homeless youth.

“The League of Women Vot-
ers of Oregon is a grassroots,
nonpartisan political organi-

~ zation which encourages the
informed and active partici-

pation of citizens in govern-
ment in order to build better
communities statewide.”

Debra Martzahn on CIAC

Congratulations to our LWV Lincoln County
member Debra Martzahn. In January she was
appointed to the Citizen Involvement Advisory
Committee (CIAC) of the Oregon Department of
Land Conservation and Development (DLCD).
We appreciate the efforts of Debra and the other
dedicated Oregon volunteers who serve on advi-
sory committees to the various state agencies.

Oregon has a set of 19 statewide planning goals
for land use planning. Goal 1 is citizen involve-
ment. The CIAC is a permanent committee es-
tablished by legislative statute to advise LCDC
and local governments on matters pertaining to
citizen involvement. The CIAC website explains
its function as follows:

“Citizens of Oregon often ask how they can par-
ticipate in the statewide land use planning pro-
gram. The system, after all, is complex and can
be cumbersome and intimidating.

The CIAC operates, in part, to provide a regular
forum where citizens around the state can share
their experiences and find information.

The CIAC is supported in this effort by the de-
partment’'s Communication Officer (CIiff
Voliva), who helps citizens and professionals
alike find easier ways to:
- Access planning information;
Demystify planning and legal processes;
Put you in touch with staff and public re-
cords; and
Foster an interaction with the department and
its public policy decision-making body, the
Land Conservation and Development Com-
mission (LCDC).”

We look forward to Debra sharing her experi-
ences with the League. We also anticipate that
her expertise and experience will prove invalu-
able to us as we focus our attention on land use
planning along our coast. Again, congratulations
Debra!
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Lincoln County Proclamation honoring the 90th Budly of the
League of Women Voters
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League of Women Voters . For information call Frances Van We
of Lincoln County Membership FOrm |wembership chair, 265-9312
Name Phone E-Malil
Address City Zip
Individual Household
Annual Membership DueCircle one.)  $50 $75
____lam a new member
____lam renewing my membership The membershiplyegins October 1.
____laminterested in working with the League. aBiemake checks payable to: LWV of Lincoln County
____Please call me. Dues are not tax deductible

Contributions to LWV Oregon and LWV United States Education Fund are tax deductible.

| wish to contribute an additional amount to the LWV Oregon Education Fund $

| wish to contribute to LWV Lincoln County

$

These contributions assist LWV Voter Service actities and education projects.

(Contributions to Educational Funds and payment dfies must be on separathecks.)

Please mail to: Frances Van Werfj42 NW 2nd CT, Newport, 97365

Total Enclosed: $



