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     WAVELENGTHS����

 

Calendar 
2010 
 
May  6          Annual Meeting  EMBARCADERO 
  Our Last meeting until September 
 
May 14-16      LWVOR Council  in Bend 
 
September  16   Fall Membership Meeting 
 

League of Women Voters of Lincoln County, Oregon       May 2010 
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OREGON LEAGUE SPONSORS  
GUBERNATORIAL DEBATES 

 
Mark your calendars for May 1, 7-8 pm and May 
2, 6:30-8, to watch two live televised gubernatorial 
primary debates sponsored by KATU 2, AARP/
Oregon and the League!  KATU and its affiliates 
will air the debates across most of the state, so 
your should be able to watch them. 
  
KATU's news anchors, Deborah Knapp and 
Steve Dunn will moderate.  The League and 
AARP/Oregon have developed the questions 
and used many of the candidate questions sub-
mitted by League members for the Voters' 
Guide.   All the candidates will be present for 
the debates - 3 Democrats and 9 Republi-
cans.  Debates/forums empower citizens to 
understand governmental issues and to partici-
pate in the political process - LWVOREF's 
mission.   
  
We encourage you to mark your calendars and 
to watch these unique debates - with all the 
candidates committed to participate! 
  

News Flash: 
 Dave Morgan of the internet website 
LincolnCountyToday.com covered LWVLC’s 
‘Meet the Candidates’ Event.  See the  videos 
of each of the 25 candidates. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Ruth Kistler 

 
Our Annual meeting, on 
May 6, will be our last 
member meeting ‘til 
September.  And this is 
my last President’s Mes-
sage ‘til September’s 
newsletter. 
 
This has been an active year for our local 
League.  At our monthly meetings, members 
have heard about the Lincoln County Children’s 
Trust, Samaritan House services to homeless 
families, the Dream Act and immigrant youth, 
the 2010 U.S. Census, and the LWVOR water 
study.  We sponsored both EF and advocacy 
events on Measures 66 & 67, and a successful 
“Meet the Candidates Event” for the May Pri-
mary election.  As part of the League’s 90th An-
niversary celebration, we sponsored a showing of 
the film “Iron-Jawed Angels” at the Oregon 
Coast Community College.  Throughout the year, 
members were active and visible registering vot-
ers.       
 
Our Voters’ Services are well respected and very 
visible in our community.   That probably con-
tributed to the Lincoln County commissioners 
willingness to proclaim February 14, 2010, as 
“League of Women Voters Making Democracy 
Work day”.  We were asked to sponsor a Meas-
ure 66 / 67 debate because when people want a 
fair political debate, they turn to the League.  We 
were thanked repeatedly by candidates at our 
“Meet the Candidates Event” because we invite 
all candidates, not just the front-runners.  I fre-
quently hear  the LWVOREF Voters’ Guide 
praised as unbiased, trustworthy, and readable 
(and that from people who don’t even know I’m 
a League member).  Candidates appreciate the 
fact that the League does not make them pay to 
have their statements included in the Voters’ 
Guide. 
 

Next fall, we’ll be discussing the recently com-
pleted LWVOR Water Study and holding our 
consensus meeting.  

 
Marnie Lonsdale will be leading an updated study 
of Coastal issues.  It’s needed!  Did you know that 
our current positions don’t address marine reserves, 
or wave energy, or wind energy at the coast?  And 
do our climate change and land use positions give 
adequate consideration to the higher waves, in-
creased erosion, and ocean acidification that are 
expected?  I expect these studies, and the positions 
we adopt, will support advocacy on environmental 
issues that are dear to our hearts.  I hope some local 
League members can be part of this study.   
 
This year was a good year for our League.  Next 
year promises to be even better!         
 
        
 
DUES 
Your local League’s board of directors has voted to 
increase membership dues for 2010-11.  Dues will 
be $60 for an individual; $90 for a household.  
Dues for low-income individuals and households 
will be $40 and $60 respectively.   
 
Per member payments (PMP) from our local 
League to the state and national Leagues currently 
are $56.70 annually.  That’s more than our current 
dues (and has been for several years)!  As things 
stand now, if someone wants to give our League 
financial support by joining us and paying dues, 
they’re costing us money.  Our dues should at least 
cover PMP. 
 
We are also offering  reduced dues for low-income 
individuals and households.  You get to make your 
own private decision as to which level of dues you 
should pay.  We’re doing this to reduce the burden 
that paying dues may represent to many of our 
members and potential members.  We especially 
don’t want any who share our mission to drop out 
of the League, or decide not to join us, because of 
the cost of membership.  Member donations and 
proceeds from our grapefruit sales will subsidize 
these reduced dues.                              
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Debates and Forums Webinar 
Ruth Kistler 

 
“Webinar” — it sounds like some relative of a duck-billed platypus.  Actually, the March 24 webinar that Marilyn 
Podesta and I participated in was a slide show seminar on how to organize debates and forums, delivered over the 
internet, with sound provided via a telephone conference call, plus an on-line “chat box” for 2-way communication 
while audience phone input was muted.  Lots involved, but no platypus.  Deanie Anderson presented a modified 
version of an October 2009 LWVUS webinar on the same subject, and Rebecca at the LWVOR office, helped us 
through our technical difficulties.  (I quickly lost my internet connection, so I asked for, and received, a PDF copy 
of the slides.  I’ll share them with anyone interested.)    
 
The presentation had lots of good practical hints on holding debates and forums.  They served as a to-do list for our 
April 25 event.  The webinar covered a number of forum and debate formats, mainly varying in whether the ques-
tions asked of the candidates come from the League, a panel of questioners, the audience, or the other candidates.  
One question was repeatedly asked by participants:  “What do you do when a candidate has no opponent, or no 
opponent participates in the event?”  The answer was, in all situations, no debate.  The reasoning behind this an-
swer is that FEC and IRS rulings have said that allowing a candidate to speak unopposed is equivalent to making a 
contribution to his candidacy, and as a tax-exempt organization, the  League’s Education Fund cannot make such 
contributions.  Marilyn and I were particularly concerned that we were inviting all candidates appearing on the bal-
lot to our April 25 forum, and some were running opposed, others unopposed.  Could we be running afoul of the 
rules?   
 
Based on what we learned from the webinar, and also considering the large number of candidates we expected to 
participate in the event, we modified our event’s proposed format and name.  The “Candidates Forum” became a 
“Meet the Candidates Event”.  Each candidate, whether opposed or unopposed, was given three minutes to talk 
about himself and his priorities in the office he seeks.   After all candidates had spoken, they had 30 minutes to 
mingle with the audience and field questions directly.  I expect that sometime in September, our local League will 
discuss what, if any, debates or forums we would like to sponsor for the November general election.    
 

Primary Election  May 18 
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LWV  LINCOLN COUNTY 

       Directors 
President Ruth Kistler         Maxine  Demory 
Vice President  AnaMaria  Smith   Millie Ehrman 
Secretary Suzanne Maxson   Joan Haffner 
Treasurer Jamie Auborn    Marilyn Podesta 
    Frances Van Wert 
 

Committee Chairs: Voter Service          Marilyn Podesta 
                 Membership  Frances Van Wert  
                  Publicity  Millie Ehrman 
 Newsletter             Joan Haffner 
 Child Health      Martha Holmberg  
 Nominating      Suzanne Maxson  

 
“The League of Women Voters 
of Oregon is a grassroots, non-
partisan political organization 
which encourages the in-
formed and active participation 
of citizens in government in 
order to build better communi-
ties statewide.” 
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 League of Women Voters of Lincoln County                                               
    

  
2009-10 

Approved 
Actual to 

Date  2010-11 Proposed 
Expense Items   4/26/2010   
Per Member Payment 
LWVOR 925.00  1,031.25  925.00  
Per Member Payment 
LWVUS 970.00  1,075.00  970.00  

Newsletter/Website 250.00  73.80  360.00  

Council/Convention 700.00  128.00  700.00  
Voters Service 350.00  284.59  1,600.00  

Meeting Room Rent 160.00  195.00  200.00  

President's Allowance 150.00    150.00  
Workshops 115.00    115.00  
Advocacy 100.00    100.00  
Miscellaneous/Postage/
Supplies 150.00  36.07  150.00  

LWVOR Annual Assessment 45.00  45.00  45.00  

Receptions Luncheons 60.00  13.00  60.00  

Oregon Corporation Fees 60.00  60.00  60.00  
        
Expense Total 4,035.00  2,941.71  5,435.00  
        
Income Items       
Membership Dues 1,800.00  1,600.00  2,040.00  

Education Fund Donations 1,000.00  25.00  1,000.00  
Fund Raising Net 1,400.00  1,176.23  1,400.00  
Non-member Donations/
Rebate 100.00  24.00  100.00  
Member Donations 600.00  177.00  600.00  
In Kind Donations 500.00  179.00  500.00  
        
        
Income Total 5,400.00  3,181.23  5,640.00  
        
Surplus (Deficit) 1,365.00  239.52  205.00  

    
Notes    

1 Expense, Voters Service: We are preparing for extensive Voters Service expenses for 2010. 
2 Expense, Newsletter/Website: Raised to reflect actual newsletter costs. 
3 Income, Membership Dues: Membership Dues will be raised to $60.  
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League of Women Voters of Lincoln County 
P. O. Box 1577 
Waldport, OR  97394  

Membership Form 
Name_____________________________________ Phone____________________ E-Mail_________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________  City____________________________   Zip_______________ 

League of Women Voters  
of Lincoln County 

For information call Frances Van Wert  
Membership Chair, 265-9312 

           Individual Household 
      Annual Membership Dues  (Circle one.)     $60       $90 
      Low Income Membership Dues       $40        $60 
___I am a new member 
___I am renewing my membership   The membership year begins October 1. 
___I am interested in working with the League.  Please make checks payable to:  LWV of Lincoln County 
___Please call me.      Dues are not tax deductible. 
        
 Contributions to LWV Oregon and LWV United States Education Fund are tax deductible. 
 
 I wish to contribute an additional amount to the LWV Oregon Education Fund $______________ 
   Make check to  “LWVOREF” 
 

 I wish to contribute to LWV Lincoln County      $______________ 
 

  (Contributions to Educational Funds and payment of dues must be on separate checks.) 
 
                            Total Enclosed:  $______________ 
     Please mail to:  Frances Van Wert, 742 NW 2nd CT, Newport, 97365 


