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Revenue Restructuring

The state Task Force on Comprehensive Revenue Restructur-

ing will have a public hearing at Newport's Hatfield Marine
Science Center Dec 8. Please see p.3 for more information.

What would we as a League like to tell them about funding
in Lincoln County?

Grapefruit Orders

It istime to submit your grapefruit orders. Please
send orders and payment to Jamie Auborn, PO
Box 1577 Waldport, OR
97394.

We need to submit our
order by Nov. 14", so
give Jamie acall at 563-
5453 and let her know
your order totalsif you
have not submitted
them yet.

Calendar
November 14 Grapefruit Orders Due Send to
or call Jamie Auborn
November 20 LWV Meeting Noon
Newport Library
November 20 Legislative Process Day, Salem
Register (or call LWVOR) by Nov 14
November 25 Board Meeting 1pm
Kistler home, 11255 Spruce Way
All members welcome
December 8 Revenue Restructuring Taskforce
Marine Science auditorium 6pm
December 18 LWV Xmas Meeting -Side Door Cafe
(We need to reserve your place—let
Ruth know you plan to attend.

November 20
LWV MEETING

12:00 noon Newport Library
Invite a friend

AN

NATIONAL
VOTER

PROTECTION
CENTER

LEARN MORE

REPORT APROBLEM

The NOVEMBER 20TH MEETING
will feature a presentation on
VOTER PROTECTION.

Dianne Eckstein who will be leading our
discussion, has participated in voter protection
activities through the People for the American
Way Foundation. She was actively involved in
the election process in Florida; Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania; and just recently in De-
troit, Michigan.

Locally, Linda LeBaron and Cindy Jacobi
both have been involved as voter oversight per-
sons. They will provide insight into the proc-
esses involved and their personal experiences
deaing with the rights of voters and
thelr protection.

Please mark your calendar for this
interesting discussion at the Newport Library at
noon.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Ruth Kistler

TGIO! I'msogladit’'sover. No matter how good
(or bad) you may feel about the el ection outcome, |
expect you too are relieved it' s over.

Our local league was very busy with voter service
during this election cycle. We registered voters.

We hosted a candidates forum 9/28. We presented a
ballot measure forum 10/12. We co-sponsored a
measure 58 forum 10/19. We distributed the state
League' s Voters' Guides. And we raised funds for
these activities.

Now we have a chance to breathe a collective sigh
(ashort one), and get on with considering how elec-
tions might be improved. In September, all mem-
bers were mailed a copy of the LWV OREF study
“Election Methods: Review of Alternatives and
Oregon Proposals’. (It isaso available on the
LWV OR website, or by contacting me.) Lincoln
County League' s consensus discussion based on this
study is scheduled for our January membership
meeting. The consensus discussion questions are
included in this newdletter, on page 4. Please give
the study and these questions your attention.

The open /top two primary proposal, ballot measure
65, was soundly defeated in the November election.
But that doesn’t mean it won't reappear in some
other form. The LWV OR Action Committeetells
us that “Same Day Registration” and “Instant Run-
off Voting” arelikely to be on the table during the
2009 legidlative session. Both are addressed in the
study. We need to inform ourselves about theseis-
sues and try to reach consensus. Without consensus
the League will not be able to take action.

Revenue Restructuring

In November and December public hearings are being held
by the Task Force on Comprehensive Revenue Restructur-
ing (TFRR). Local Leagues should be represented at these
hearings. LWVOR will send in formal testimony and asks
that League members at these meetings present a small
paragraph from the complete testimony followed by a para-
graph about local revenue problems. The state will send a
copy of their testimony, and will be happy to work with
Local Leagues on their testimony.

On December 8 TFRR will hold a hearing at Hatfield Ma-
rine Sciences auditorium from 6-9 pm. We need interested
members to attend! And to provide testimony. Paula
Krane and Kappy Eaton of LWVOR'’s Action team have
offered to work with you on your testimony.

Please let Ruth know if you are able to attend the hearing,
and if you are willing to submit testimony. We'd like
members who attend to wear their LWV buttons—Iet them
know we are concerned and involved in state funding is-
sues!

Thanks in advance for your cooperation on this - revenue
(‘or maybe lack of) will be very important in Salem this
session and we need to be involved in the discussion.

Project Homeless Connect

The Lincoln County League of Women V oters par-
ticipated with volunteers from churches and agencies
in our community, providing a day of serviceto your
neighborsin Lincoln County who are homeless.

The event was held on October 9 at the Newport
Church of the Nazarene, with at least 133 homeless
individuals served by over 30 agencies.

To name just afew of the services provided:

" assistance in securing documents, such as birth
certificates, social security documents, address
change requests, etc.
voter registration
free dental exams and eye exams with eye
glasses available at no cost
assistance in housing, medicare, welfare, and
other community services
hair cuts
cafeteria style meals served throughout the day.

Ruth Kistler made arrangements for the League to
register voters. Suzanne Maxson, Maxine Demory,
and Sue Krein registratered voters throughout the day.

This extraordinary outreach effort was organized by
Bill Hall, Lincoln County Commissioner.




WAVE LENGTHS

November 2008

We Welcome our New Members

MEMBERSHIP

Recently we have added several new members to our
Lincoln County group! The League has been heavily
involved in al of the election activities and has once
again made an impact on our community. | know that
| feel very proud to be a member of such an organized
and effective group. | have met some amazing people
who have become friends, and | appreciate their
opinions, interests, and talents. Lifelong learningis
important to me, and I'm sure to you as well.

So, come join usin our endeavors!

A special thank you to those of you who have paid
your annual dues which were due in October. If you
neglected to get that check in the mail, please send
your dues (forms are on the back of this newdetter)
to our Treasurer, Jamie Auborn, P.O. Box

1577, Waldport, OR 97394. If you have any ques-
tions please call me, Frances Van Wert, at 541-265-
9312. Thank you.

Frances
Membership Chair

We are fortunate to have two

impressive new members,

with differing interests and

enthusiasm. Join us in wel-
coming Ana Maria and Nancy!

Ana Maria Esparza Smith recently joined the
Lincoln County League of Women Voters. Ana
Maria came to the United Statesin 2000 from
Mexico City, and became acitizen in August
2008. Sheworks at the Hatfield Marine Science
Center (HMSC) as a marine educator for the His-
panic community. Once a month, she holds fam-
ily night for Spanish speakers; they discuss ocean
-related topics, such as safety at the shore, and
what seafood is safe to eat.

We first met and were impressed by Ana
Mariawhen she presented at one of our Immi-
gration meetings last fall.

AnaMariafeels that the media has demonized
immigrants. She joined the League to be avoice
for the Hispanic community within the League
and within the community at large. She also
wants to reach out to the Hispanic community, to
encourage them to educate themselves about the
issues, to vote, and to advocate for change in the
areas that affect them, such asimmigration re-
form and education.

We are delighted to have her join us. Welcome
AnaMarial

Nancy Nash was born in Rhode Island. She re-
located to Hawaii and attended the University of
Hawaii. She enjoyed acting in college produc-
tions. After receiving B.A. and M.A. degreesin
English, she taught English composition and lit-
erature classes at the University and Community
College. Then she changed career direction and
went into social service.

Nancy came to Oregon in 1992. Sheis an Em-
ployment Specialist at the Community Service
Consortium. She says the job allows her to use
al her experience, — as a teacher, actress, and
social worker. She especially enjoys working
with young people. She emphasizes the impor-
tance of getting youth involved in adult activities,
and having youth at the table in groups dealing
with youth.

Nancy is a woman of amazing enthusiasm and
energy. She is very enthusiastic about having
joined the League of Women Voters. She says
she was attracted by the non-partisan educational
League activities, and looks forward to getting
more educated and involved. Nancy claims that,
because of her League involvement, she has got-
ten more out of this election than any other, and
she can't wait to do more. The Saturday before
the election Nancy hosted a voting party, includ-
ing four young people who had never voted be-
fore; she was inspired to do this by her League
involvement. Nancy especialy wants to work
with young people and with schools.

Nancy, we are very glad to have you as a mem-
ber!
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Election M ethods Study
Consensus Questions

At our January meeting we will discuss the Election
Methods Study. One of the Methods evaluated
appeared on our ballots last week—the Top Two,
Ballot Measure 65. There is a good possibility
the Legidature will be considering two other
Methods at their next session. It isimportant that
the League evaluate these methods and be able to
join the discussion.

To help with your consideration of the Study, the
LWV OR consensus questions fol low:

1. What elements are important to ensuring afair
and equable el ection process? Why?

2. Which four criteriaare more important and which
four are lessimportant for el ecting representa-
tives who support votersinterests? Why?

a. Encourage competitive elections

b. Ensure majority (instead of plurality)

¢. Encourage minority representation

d. Encourage gender representation

e. Increase voter participation

f. Offer range of voter choice

g. Encourage geographical representation

h. Encourage “sincere”’ voting

i. Encourage “wasted” votes reduction

j. Prevent political manipulation

k. easy to use and administer

|. Fair and accurate representation of political
views

3. Should Oregon explore other election methods?
If s0, using the above criteria, which of the cur-
rently proposed election changes should Oregon
consider for state or local elections? Why?

4. Should the Oregon Legislature be elected using a
nonpartisan method?

5. Should the Oregon Legislature or local bodies be
elected using a multiple seat method? Why?

6. A. Which jurisdiction (state, county, or local)

should fund current el ections?

B. Considering that all election changes may
have additional costs, who should finance
them? Explain.

“The League of Women Voters of
Oregon is a grassroots, nonpartisan
political organization which encour-
ages the informed and active partici-
pation of citizens in government in
order to build better communities.

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Join us at the Capitol and the Oregon State Library for an
exciting and informative workshop on the legidative process
and the priorities for the upcoming legidative session. Reg-
istration deadline is November 14.

What is Oregon’s legislative process?
What will be the important issues legislators
face in the 2009 legislative session?

How can we have an impact?

Join us to learn about these important is-
sues!
We will:
Attend a Joint Ways and Means Commit-
tee hearing
Hear from Legislative Revenue Officer
Paul Warner (invited) about Oregon’s
budget situation
Meet Oregon’s new Secretary of State
(invited)

Legislative Process Day Registration Form
(you may also register online at lwvor.org)

Nov. 14, 2008 (or call LWVOR, 503

Yes, | want to attend Legislative Process
Day!
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ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME AND ENCOUR-
AGED TO ATTEND!
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WATER ROUND TABLE REPORT
"A FLOW PATH FOR OREGON'S WATER RESOURCES’
Millie Ehrman  September 2008

In October, Water Round Tables were held in Newport as part of meetings statewide to gather
abroad picture of Oregon’swater quality and quantity issues. Different points of view were received from the public
on the need to care for the state's water resources aong with ideas of how to do this. Citizen participants expressed
their perception of the needs and protection of this resource. State water quality officials were present to report on
their perceptions and concerns on a broad scale. The Categories discussed were: 1. Ecology concerns 2. Water qual-
ity 3. Water quantity

The concerns expressed by Participants were:

Problem Proposed solution
1. Overpopulation and excessive growth Comprehensive family planning
2. Water rights laws Update laws to reflect present realities and changing needs
3. Lack of conservation effort Education
4. Herbicides etc, from food production sources  Education and regulation
5. Pollution Rigid water quality law and enforcement
6. True cost of water used Charge higher ratesinstead of lower for greater quantity usage
7. Private vs greater good Awareness
8. Greater awareness Reconnect kids with the great out doors "No child left inside”

9. Water impacts on quality of lifein remote areas Awareness
10. Poor quality water from domestic wells  Better water quality enforcement

OTHER DISCUSSIONS

" Genera stream health protection for wildlife, including fish. The question was asked how much water do
fish need? The answer from Wildlife Department representative "All of it."
Better land use practices
Stop using mixing zones for water quality testing. Use point of origin of the pollution
Address concerns about pharmaceuticals in waste water
Better care of wetlands with greater enforcement
Adequate funding for infrastructure for water delivery and processing
Need for run-off regulations
Study energy policy asit affects water quality and quantity
Introduce concept of water footprint as with carbon footprint and monitor same
The state agency staff spoke to 1. the history of dating water permit laws which grant seniority on date,
rather then on need 2. fragmented management of land use and water use 3. state work being done on a
"Headwaters to Ocean™ plan for 2009 legidlature.
Businesses and universities working on water use and plans.
Current storm size due to global warming overwhel ming outdated infrastructure
14 agencies in Oregon bureaucratic maze to work through

Under the heading of "I don't think | wanted to know that" - rapid population growth in the northwest is predicted to
be in large part from the arid southwest as water there disappears.

ANTICIPATED WATER ROUND TABLE OUTCOMES

* Aninformal network of citizens engaged in realizing a sustainable water vision for Oregon

* A white paper synthesizing the results of the Round Table discussions in its development of a strategic water plan
for Oregon

* Presentations to the Oregon Water Resources Commission and subseguently to the 2009 Oregon Legislature to
other interested parties regarding what is learned through the Round Tables relative to adaptive, integrative, and sus-
tainable water management.
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League of Women Voters . For information call Frances Van Wert
of Lincoln County Membership FOrm | membeship char, 2659312
Phone E-Mail
City Zip

Individual Household

Annual Membership Dues (Circleone)) $50 $75
___ | amanew member
___lamrenewing my membership The membership year begins October 1.
___laminterested in working with the League. Please make checks payable to: LWV of Lincoln County
___ Pleasecall me. Dues are not tax deductible.

Contributionsto LWV Oregon and LWV United States Education Fund aretax deductible.

| wish to contribute an additional amount to the LWV Oregon Education Fund $

| wish to contributeto LWV Lincoln County $

These contributionsassist LWV Voter Service activities and education proj ects.
(Contributions to Educational Funds and payment of dues must be on separate checks.)

Total Enclosed: $

Please mail to: Jamie Auborn, P. O. Box 1577, Waldport, OR 97394



