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President’s Message
Ruth Kistler

The November election is exciting and impor-
tant. We'll get to vote on candidates for na-
tional, state and local offices, 12 statewide bal-
lot measures, and local bond and ballot meas-
ures. Our local league will be part of the ac-
tion; we’'ll register voters, host a candidates’
forum, and host a ballot measure forum. And
we’ll distribute the state league’s Voters’ Guide.

Distributing the Voters’ Guide, specifically pay-
ing for its printing and insertion in the News
Times, is our league’s largest expense. We
have received over $1,500 from the state
league for this purpose, part a proportional dis-
tribution of state-raised funds to all local
leagues based on membership numbers, part
awarded in response to our grant request. The
balance, almost $3,500, we need to raise our-
selves. You have probably received our fund-
raising letter requesting donations for the pur-
pose of printing and distributing the Voters’
Guide and related Voter Service activi-
ties. Please give it your consideration. That
letter has also been sent to many potential non-
member supporters in our community. To my
knowledge, this is the first time our local league
has made such an appeal. We'll also be sell-
ing yummy grapefruit again.

And meanwhile, the state League is completing
the Water Resources Study, Part 1, and has
completed the Election Methods Study. Wel'll
be looking at them soon.

We'll need your support and help to accom-
plish these goals. Let us know how you'd like
to help.

September 18
LWV MEETING
12:00 noon Newport Library
Membership Meeting
Invite a friend

A Full Fall Calendar !

Sept 2 Fundraiser letter: Voters’ Guide
Sept 18 Fall Kickoff Meeting
Newport Library

Sept 18 Register for LWVOREF
Fall Workshop Last day!

Sept 18 —mid Nov Grapefruit sales
Sept 18-Oct 15 Members register voters

Sept 27 LWVOR Fall Workshop Eugene
Sept 28 Candidate Forum
Newport Rec Center 2-4 pm

Sept 30 Board Meeting

Sept 30 State Water Roundtable meeting in
Newport

October 1 Annual Membership dues due

October 9 Voter registration at Project
Homeless Connect, Nazarene Ch, Newport

October 12 Ballot Measure Forum 2-4
Visual Arts Center, Nye Beach

October 14 Last day to register to vote

October 16 October General Meeting
Newport Library

November 4 General Election
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Oregon League of Women Voters

2008 Council
Ruth Kistler

Lincoln County LWV sent a large contingent to
the state league’s Council last May; Jamie Au-
burn, Ruth Kistler, Sue Krein, and Frances Van
Wert all traveled over the hill to Corvallis for the
meeting. The Council agenda contained the
usual, -- minutes of the prior year's Convention,
reports of the various board committees, and
election of new board members. Sue Krein was
elected to the state board and got to attend her
first state board meeting on Sunday morning at 7
AM. (During the summer, Joan Haffner was ap-
pointed LWVOR secretary, replacing Kate Cul-
bertson who has resigned.)

Council attendees heard and discussed an
evaluation of the effectiveness of the Voters’
Guide as a tool for voter education. The evalua-
tion was produced by CoganOwensCogan. (The
complete report has been posted on the LWVOR
website in the “Members Only” section.) Three
of the report’s salient recommendations were,

Try to eliminate confusion of the League’s
dual mission of nonpartisan education and its
advocacy activities,

Don’t provide information about candidates
for statewide races since it is readily avail-
able from other sources, and

Transition over time to a predominately
online version of the Voters’ Guide in the
form of a navigable website with hyperlinks
to individual issues’ and candidates’ pages.

Delegates’ affection for the current Voters’
Guide format was clearly expressed in the dis-
cussions that followed the presentation.

Continued on P4

. Membership Renewal Reminder
Its that time of year

Membership dues for all members are payable
October 1. Dues are $50 per year for an individ-
ual, or $75 for a household membership. You
will receive a payment coupon in this month’s
newsletter. Please make out your check to
LWVLC and mail your payment to: LWV, PO
Box 1577, Waldport, OR 97394.

New members who join the League after January
31 pay only half a year® dues for that year. A
full year® dues are payable the following Octo-
ber 1, and al subsequent years.

Many thanks
Jamie Auborn, Membership Chair

Fall Workshop
Join us at the LWVOR Fall Workshop, Your Vote :
Your Voice. Topics include Creating Quality Forums;
Building Relationships; Accessible Voting; Student
Mock Election; and much more. (See P. 6)

Opportunities!

Are you interested in assisting with Voter Regis-
tration?? At the September 18 meeting, we will
hand out packets with voter registration informa-
tion, forms, and some signs. Pick a locale near
you, or talk with a local high school and see if
they would like you to join their voter registration
efforts. You may work alone or with another
League member. Sign up at our meeting!

i/

“The League of Women
Voters of Oregon is a grass-
roots, nonpartisan political
organization which encour-
ages the informed and active
participation of citizens in
government in order to build
better communities.”
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Runaway and Homeless Youth in

Lincoln County
Martha Holmberg

The Lincoln County (LC) Runaway and Home-
less Youth Coalition sponsored a round table
meeting on June 25 and the LWVLC was invited
to attend along with many service agencies in
Lincoln County. Partners in the coalition are LC
Juvenile Department, CAC Prevention Program,
Homeless Liaisons of LCSD, the local branch of
DHS, LC Board of Commissioners, LC Health
and Human Services, Lincoln Commission on
Children and Families, Seashore Literacy Cen-
ter, and the Community Services Consortium
(CSC). The CSC received a grant to fund a co-
ordinator position for RHY services which has
been filled by Denise Naively 265-8505. The
work group also held meetings on July 22 and Au-
gust 22.

The goals of the June 25" meeting as stated by
the facilitator, Joe Novella, LCSD, were to: iden-
tify service gaps, improve communications be-
tween agencies and with the youth population,
prioritize needs, and build a stronger coalition.
498 homeless youth in Lincoln County repre-
sent 6% of all the students in LC and this is
the highest per cent in the state of Oregon.
The approximate 35-40 attendees were divided
into five work groups to identify strategies to con-
nect youth to services; and also identify service
needs and barriers. The LWVLC report was
mentioned as an excellent information resource
since it contained much of the information that
was being discussed at this meeting

The one recommendation which received the
most support from the total group was to have a
website created that could be used by youth and
agencies. The need to have youth involved in
the work group was also considered very impor-
tant. Other recommendations included: estab-
lishing a 24 hour hotline for runaway and home-
less youth; educating the community on the is-
sues, identifying more funding sources for more
direct services to youth and finding more volun-
teers to assist with all the youth programs.

Small People Doing Small Things

Many of you watched in amazement, as | did,
when the Berlin Wall came down. However, did
you know that a few remnants of the Wall were
left standing for they were covered with political
graffiti thought to be important to all who had
worked and suffered for democracy? There are
many moving quotations on these remnants, and
one states: "Many small people who in many
small places doing many small things can
change the face of the world." | have the envi-
able role of representing the many of you who
are changing the face of our world.

NEW: LWVOR Voter | nformation
Web Site www.votesource.org

A sample from the site:

M essage to Voters 18-30
Years Old

B voy are a VIP (Very Impor-

tant Player) in America, but

only if you make your voice

on who to vote for, use our
18-30 Voter Issues Paper
as a resource to get a con-
versation started with your
elected officials and candidates. Only you can
hold them accountable in addressing the issues
important to you.

LWV LINCOLN COUNTY
President Ruth Kistler Directors:
Vice President Charmian Mass Milie Ehman
Secretary Suzanne Maxson  Joan Haffner
Treasurer Jamie Aubom Susan Krein
Marilyn Podesta
Frances Van Wert
Committee Chairs:
Land Use Janice Gerdemann
Membership Frances Van Wert
Newsletter Joan Haffner
Child Health Martha Holmberg
Nominating Suzanne Maxson
Voters Service Susan Krein
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2008 LWVOR Council Continued from p.2

Your Oregon League Board at Council
May 08, Marge Easley presiding

We've been assured that the Voters’ Guide
versions will remain unchanged for the 2008
general election, and that our comments will be
considered before implementing any changes.

The Saturday banquet speaker was John Kauf-
mann, Senior Policy Analyst for the Oregon De-
partment of Energy; his topic was “Peak
Oil: Status and Prospects”. His message is
that worldwide oil production has peaked, or
will soon peak, and that energy produced from
alternative sources is much more expensive
and will continue to be so. Loss of the cheap
energy that oil has provided will profoundly af-
fect the way we live. Not only do we need to
conserve energy and hasten the development
of alternative energy sources, but we need to
redesign our communities so we can shop, go
to work, and go to school without our own
cars. The transition to this sustainable life-style
is bound to be disruptive. (Perhaps we have
had a peek at the future during the recent gas
price spike.) During this transition we must as-
sure that the most vulnerable members of our
communities, those who cannot withstand any
further decline in their “standard of living”, re-
ceive the support they need.

The banquet speech may have been a
“downer”, but Council was an “upper”. It is al-
ways energizing to meet other League mem-
bers from around the state, to hear what they
are doing, and to share their enthusiasm.

Oregon LWV
Ballot Measure Recommendations

The Board of the League of Women Voters of Oregon
has voted to take these positions on Oregon® state-
wide ballot measures. The LWV will only support or
oppose a measure if we have researched and
reached statewide member consensus on the issue.
"No position" on a ballot measure does not indicate
neutrality; it means that the board does not feel that
we have the research and member agreement to ei-
ther support or oppose.

Measure 54: YES Allows 18-year-olds to vote
in school board elections, consistent with their
eligibility to vote in state and federal elections.
Based on LWVUS position stating that voting is a
fundamental citizen right.

Measure 55: YES Allows legislators to com-
plete their elected terms in their original districts
even if they are placed elsewhere through redis-
tricting plans. Based on LWVUS principle sup-
porting a representative democracy. Legislators
should represent those who elect them.

Measure 56: YES May and November property
tax elections are to be decided by simple majority
of voters voting in the relevant election. Based on
LWVOR support of voting fairness and an equita-
ble, stable tax system.

Measure 57: YES Increases prison sentences
for drug trafficking, theft against older persons,
and repeat property and identity-theft offenders;
requires addiction treatment for some offenders.
Based on LWVOR support of substance abuse
treatment centers and community-based pro-
grams. Although this measure would add $140
million per biennium to the Department of Correc-
tion budget, it would provide needed funds for
county treatment programs and jail beds. It would
provide appropriate treatment to drug addicted
persons at risk of committing another crime and
allow for some judicial discretion.

Measure 58: NO POSITION Bars bilingual
education of public-school students after two
years of enroliment.

Measure 59: NO Allows full deduction of fed-

eral income taxes on state income-tax returns.

Based on LWVOR position that supports an ade-

guate tax system. If passed, the General Fund

impact of this measure would be devastating to

education, human services and public safety.
Continued on P. 5
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Ballot Measure Recommendations
Continued from P.4

Measure 60: NO POSITION Bars use of
seniority to determine teacher pay in fa-
vor of "classroom performance."

Measure 61: NO Sets mandatory mini-
mum prison sentences for property, iden-
tity theft and drug offenders. This meas-
ure would add $256 to $400 million per
biennium to the Department of Correc-
tions Budget, not including prison con-
struction or treatment programs. It con-
tains no substance abuse treatment or
community-based programs. The cost of
incarceration of additional prisoners is
prohibitive and would take funds from
other state programs.

Measure 62: NO AMENDS CONSTITU-
TION: Reallocates 15 percent of state
lottery proceeds to public safety fund for
crime prevention, investigation and
prosecution. Based on LWVOR position
on fiscal responsibility. The Oregon Con-
stitution currently states that lottery pro-
ceeds can only be used to create jobs
and further economic development, fi-
nance public education, and fund parks
and salmon restoration projects. It is not
good fiscal policy to use lottery funds as
a source of revenue for additional state
needs, since this would take money away
from current programs and usurp the leg-
islature’s role in balancing competing
needs.

Measure 63: NO Exempts improvement
projects under $35,000 from building per-
mit requirements. Based on LWVOR sup-
port of building codes, which protect
neighborhoods and ensure safety stan-
dards. Would also result in a loss of tax
revenue to cities and counties that are
already seeing large deficits.

Measure 64: NO Bars use of "public re-
sources" to collect union dues for political
purposes. Based on LWVUS position to
protect the individual liberties guaranteed
by the U. S. Constitution.

Measure 65: NO POSITION Changes
the primary election to advance the top
two finishers, regardless of party affilia-
tion, to the general election.

— NEW SALES PRICE —

ATTENTION Grapefruit Sales

At our Sept 18 meeting, we will be distribut-
ing the order forms, and receipts for Grape-
fruit sales. Yes yes, we've just sent out a
fundraising letter—that, however, covers our
election activities, particularly printing and
insertion of the Voters@Guide in the local pa-
pers. We do have other expenses—room
rental, occasional equipment, travel for
speakers, etc... So we’ll need to refill our
coffers after this fall. The grapefruit money
is not ‘dedicated funds and allows us to carry
on through the year.

So please contact your regular buyers, put
up signs in your neighborhoods, libraries,
and local shops. The deadline for orders will
be in mid November, and as usual the
grapefruit will arrive at the beginning of De-
cember. We have had to increase the price
of a case to $18. Our supplier has again in-
creased our costs due to fuel price in-
creases.

We know the grapefruit are wonderful and
will last at least 2 months. Our customers
come back time after time, and Love the
fruit.

Please call Jamie Auborn (263-5453) if you
have any questions.
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Your vote : your voice

Saturday, September 27, 2008
First United Methodist Church
1376 Olive St., Eugene
9:30AM—3:00 PM

ALL MEMBERSARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND!
A map and directions are available on the www.lwvor.org Members' site

% & ' (

LWVOR fall workshop registration form
Advance registration needed—return by Sept. 19, 2008

Yes, | want to attend the LWVOR Fall Workshop!

Name

League:

Phone; Email:

Workshop with lunch: $18.00 pp.  Pleaseindicateif you prefer a vegetarian option.

Workshop only: $11.00 pp.
Make checks payable to LWV OR and return with thisform to LWV OR, 1330 12th St. SE, Suite 200,
Salem, OR 97302 by September 19, 2008.
Questions? Call 503-581-5722 or email lwvor@lwvor.org.
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State Convention 2008

Joan Haffner

The convention took place in Portland June 13-
17. 1 was lucky and was able to represent
Lincoln County League.

1200 League members attended, from large and
small towns and states all over the US. AN
amazing experience to observe and share
their passion, their knowledge and their in-
credible work.

A most interesting portion of the program for me
was the state’s reports on the issues and action
their Leagues have been focused on in the past
year. To mention a few: Missouri League is op-
posing the restrictive voter ID laws. California,
New York, and Minnesota are working with their
states to ensure fair and equable redistricting
standards. For more info on work around the US,
go to www.lwv.org/ Follow the “For Members” and
then “Council and Convention”.

Delegates voted to approve the following national
program items for the 2008-2010 biennium:LWYV Prin-
ciples amended by adding "The League of Women
Voters of the United States believes that all powers of
the U.S. government should be exercised within the
constitutional framework of a balance among the
three branches of government: legislative, executive,
and judicial."

Health care education program adopted in order
to be better prepared to do health care advocacy
as needed.

Global warming education and advocacy cam-
paign adopted to promote solutions to global cli-
mate change.

Non-recommended study item adopted entitled:
"The advisability of using the National Popular
Vote compact among the states as a method for
electing the President."

Resolution adopted that would allow a resolution
procedure to be proposed by LWVUS for discus-
sion at Council 2009 as a possible rule for Con-
vention 2010.

Resolution adopted so that within 12 months

LWVUS will redesign its fundraising requests,
with the help of representative state and local
Leagues, so they cannot be misconstrued as
membership recruitment or dues notices.

All current LWVUS positions retained.

LWVUS dues increased to $28.00 for FY 2008-
2009 and to $29.20 for FY 2009-2010.

elected to the
LWVUS Board.

Norman Turrill
LWV Portland and OR State Board member

First man

The national League broke its glass ceiling at
the Portland Convention, by electing a man onto
the National Board for the first time. And that
man was Norman Turrill, a member of the Ore-
gon League, formerly Chair of the state Action
Committee, VP of the State League, and a Voter
Service Co Chair. He worked on the Redistrict-
ing and many other studies.

Norman joined the LWV in Seattle in 1970s
when men were first invited to join. He was state
president of Common Cause/Washington and
Nebraska; New York director; activist/lobbyist for
campaign finance and government reform in five
states. By profession Norman is a software engi-
neer.

Norman said, “I am deeply honored to be the
first man nominated for the LWVUS Board. |
hope to demonstrate that many men are mem-
bers and that more men and women should join.
| want to continue my work on issues such as
redistricting, campaign finance, clean elections,
ethics and sun shine laws. We must improve
communications among all levels of the League”

LWVOR Board

Lincoln County is now well represented on
the Oregon State LWV Board. Sue Krein
was elected in May at the Convention and
Joan Haffner appointed in June to fill in for
the Secretary who departed unexpectedly.

Congratulations to both!




¥6£.6 HO ‘Lodpre
L/GT X0g 'O 'd
Auno) ujoouI] Jo SI810A USWOANA JO anbeaT

League of Women Voters - ; ;

of Lincoln Couny Membership Form | [ oo cal Baces vanwer
Name Phone E-Mail
Address City Zip

Individual Household
Annual Membership Dues (Circleone.) $50 $75

___ | amanew member
___lamrenewing my membership The membership year begins October 1.
___laminterested in working with the League. Please make checks payable to: LWV of Lincoln County
___ Pleasecall me. Dues are not tax deductible.

Contributionsto LWVOREF (Oregon and LWV United States Education Fund) are tax deductible.

I wish to contribute an additional amount to the LWV Oregon Education Fund $

| wish to contribute an additional amount to LWV Lincoln County $
These contributions assist LWV Voter Service activities and education projects.

(Contributions to Educational Funds and payment of dues must be on separate checks.)

Total Enclosed: $

Please mail to: Jamie Auborn, P. O. Box 1577, Waldport, OR 97394



