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South Beach Expansion
City Councilman Jeff Bertuleit

At our March 16th meeting we will hear from 
Newport City Councilman Jeff Bertuleit who will 
discuss the many issues surrounding plans for 

expanding Newportôs 
Urban Growth Boundary, 
and developing the area 
south of the Yaquina Bay 
Bridge.  The proposal 
covers a broad range 
of probabilities, which 
include relocating the 
Oregon Coast Community 
College, the opening of a 

Home Depoe store, a multiple options for housing 
development, additional recreation areas, to name 
a few.

The Lincoln County map created by our Land 
Use Committee will be on display at the Newport 
Library and will help us identify areas requiring 
protectionðforest reserves and wetlandsðin the 
South Beach area.  

Councilman Bertuleit, a Newport resident and 
business owner, will address the concerns and 
questions raised over the past weeks and months 
regarding these plans.  Some of the issues he will 
cover include adequacy of the transportation system 
between Newport and South beach, and the reliability 
of the bridge given its age the repair work needed to 
assure continued use.

Another issue of concern to Newport city residents 
is that for the past decade the Planning and 
Development Commission and the City Council have 

struggled to maintain sewer and water lines, roads, 
and, despite repeated promises and discussions, the 
need for renewal or redevelopment of Newportôs 
older sections has not been addressed.  The questions 
asked by residents focus on the concern that ñold 
Newportò will be forgotten and left to crumble, and 
the long promised renewal of downtown Newport 
will fall ever farther on the cityôs priority list.

Jeff Bertuleit has agreed to discuss these issues and 
respond to our questions.

We have provided Jeff with a list of concerns, and 
encourage members and guests to bring their own 

General Meeting - Newport Library
March 16 - 12 noon 

NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcome several new members.
Ms. Peggy Gray
P. O. Box 625
Yachats  97498

Mr. Dale M. Harlan
1925 NE Spindrift Ct
Lincoln City  97367

Mr. Rex Krabbe*
8423 Yaquina Bay Rd
Newport  97365   
(541) 336-2546
natrex@harborside.com
 
*Rex is our liaison to the 

   MidCoast Watershed Council 

Mrs. Rebecca McGee
P. O. Box 875
Gleneden Beach  97388
(541) 764-2016

Glen and Laurie Shipley
P. O. Box 870
Neotsu  97364
(541) 994-9080
redýsh500@hotmail.com

Ms. Anne Williams
611 S. Immonen Road
Lincoln City  97367
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The “Kicker”Again

Once again, the state legislature has bungled the budget 
process, and after under-funding education, health, and 
law enforcement, the state announces there will be a 
ñkickerò refund.  A more rational action would be to 
put this surplus into a reserve ñrainy dayò fund to help 
assure future funding for critical services.  

We know how important education is for the future of 
Oregon and those who attend school here.  There are 
jobs that cannot be ýlled by local graduates because 
their education and training do not meet the standards 
for many of our higher paid positions, particularly in 
the high tech and engineering ýelds.  Intel, for example, 
seeks applicants throughout the United States and foreign 
countries to ýll high paying jobs, offering ñýnders feesò of 
$6000 or more for applicants to ýll jobs in Beaverton and 
Hillsboro, because local graduates lack the educational 
background needed.

Cuts in funding for the Oregon Health Plan mean a less 
healthy population, with more people going to hospital 
emergency rooms for treatment, an expensive alternative 
to adequate health care funding.

Law enforcement cuts have resulted in the early release 
of criminals who, again on the streets, are preying on our 
citizens and local businesses.

I wish we could say that the surplus is due to efýcient 
budget management.  But, quite to the contrary, it has 
been inadequate ýscal management and reduction in 
services, which have created this phantom surplus that 
returned to corporations and individuals, will cost us all 
in an uncertain future.

At this point, it seems unlikely that the legislature will 
hold a special session to discuss this.  However, as 
opportunities present themselves over the months ahead, 
we should make it clear that responsible citizens  and 
corporations with foresight do not support the refunding 
of tax payments at the same time that critical service needs 
are under funded.
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The League of Women Voters
of Oregon is a grassroots
organization which encourages
the informed and active 
participation of citizens in 
government in order to build
better communitie statewide.

Presidentôs Message

Leadership is often deýned as learning where people 
want to go and then helping them get there.

Your board and ofýcers give thoughtful consideration to 
choosing the programs and activities that are presented 
at general meetings.  However, though our membership 
continues to grow, overall member participation suggests 
that we may not focussing on those issues that are of 
interest to you.  So we are asking you to tell us what kinds 
of programs, what topics, activities, issues are of concern 
and interest to you.

We know that most of our members are involved in many 
volunteer activities throughout their communities and that 
time must be carefully allocated among many demands.

We know also, that there are many concerns that go 
beyond what we as Lincoln County League members can 
reasonably address locally.   Some of these are critical 
issues that affect us all, but they are based on decisions 
made by a government that seems beyond the reach of 
our voices.  

For those of you who may feel that national and global 
issues should be part of our focus, I remind you of a 
phrase originated by Rene Dubos as an advisor to the 
United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 
in 1972, ñThink globally, act locally.ò 

Enclosed is a card for your response and comments.  
Please take a few minutes to complete and mail or, 
better yet, bring it to the next meeting.

Thank you for your very important response.

Sue Krein

March 2006
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Child Health: 
What are the continuing issues in 
Lincoln County?
Martha Holmberg

The Lincoln Commission on Children and Families 
invited a presentation on the LWVLC Child Health 
Study.  Martha Holmberg presented on February 
22,  accompanied by Maxine Demory who provided  
great support and feedback.  

Some of you may recall that our study found there 
were gaps in mental health and dental care for 
children, an appalling poverty rate for children, and 
a need for a crisis nursery in our county.  At this 
meeting, we learned that the county is contracting 
with Christie Schools (therapeutic residential care for 
severely emotionally disturbed children) to develop 
a therapeutic foster home program.  This will add a 
resource, which has been lacking in the county and 
will allow the children in placement out of the county 
to return home.  

However, according to the CASA director Usula 
Marinelli who spoke at our last League meeting, no 
homes have been found yet.  

The development of a crisis nursery has been stymied 
because of state regulations and it appeared that the 
LCCF has given up its pursuit in creating this type of 
resource for children because of the problems with 
state licensing.

The poverty level continues to be of concern, but 
no new information about assisting with OHP 
applications was identiýed by the group.  

It was explained that the LWVLC would assist and 
advocate for any effort to expand health services for 
children.  This topic will be on the agenda for one of 
our membership meeting for further discussion about 
actions that the LWVLC could take.

Forest Management, Academic 
Freedom, and the Biscuit Fire
Janice Gerdemann

OSU Grad Student Daniel Donatoôs research paper 
was published in Science Magazine, after the 
customary peer review deemed it worthy.  He showed 
that commercial logging set back forest recovery, at 
least in the short term, by trampling seedlings that 
came up on their own, and by leaving forest þoor 
litter that could aid future ýres.                                    
    
OSU Dean of Forestry Hal Salwasser and Professor 
John Sessions asked Science Magazine to delay 
publishing Donatoôs work until they could prepare a 
rebuttal - Science Magazine said they could comment 
in a later issue.                  

OSUôs President came out with a strong defense of 
academic freedom, and chastised those who tried to 
delay publication of Donatosô work.

BLM cut off funding for forestry research at OSU 
- then quickly restored it after an outcry of criticism.

Comment: Continual vigilance does pay off.

Some past Biscuit History:
 
March ô05ðTen people were arrested for blockading 
salvage logging in an old growth reserve.  Police 
picked up a 72-year-old lady, lawn chair and all, from 
an Illinois River bridge to open the road for loggers.

Summer ó05ðLoggers felled rare trees (Brewers 
Weeping Spruce*) inside a protected botanical area.  
Apparently the forest Service incorrectly included the 
area in a timber sale.  A little old lady brought the 
matter up after she noticed the missing trees.
*This special tree is native and rare. It is found         
   naturally in only a few timberline groves of the       
   Siskiyou Mountains of Oregon and California.

(See FOREST, Page 4.)
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(From Forest, page 3.)

Fall ó05ðA Brookings timber company is investigated after cutting live trees where it was supposed to 
cut only trees killed by ýre.  

There have been a number of court decisions delaying logging when con- 
servationists have appealed.  President Bush has attempted to turn over to 
the states authority over recent additions to roadless area rules.  Governor 
Kulongoski is opposing this - which would require hearings by states over 
areas already set aside after federal hearings.

Stay tunedé
Biscuit Forest

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
Information received today from LWVOR 
The cost of political advertising has skyrocketed in the 
past two decades and has played a major role in driving up 
the expense of political campaigns. In 2002, candidates, 
parties and issue groups spent approximately $1 billion 
on politial ads. 

Escalating campaign costs drive out potential candidates 
and require those running for ofýce to spend too much 
time raising money ï too often from special interests.

As Congress considers how to apply campaign ýnance 
laws to the Internet, some are proposing to exempt the 
Internet from key campaign ýnance protections. This 
move would mean that unlimited amounts of corrupting, 
unregulated money from corporations, labor unions and 
wealthy individuals could þow to Internet advertising 
that supports or opposes candidates. The bill proposed by 
Representative Jeb Hensarling (R TX), H.R. 1606, would 
unravel current law put into place to combat corruption. 
Unlimited inþuence peddling should not be allowed on 
the Internet or anywhere else.
 
The House of Representatives is expected to consider 
H.R. 1606 beginning on Wednesday, March 15. Please 
take action now to stop this ill-advised legislation. 
 
Tell your Representative not to create another loophole 
in campaign ýnance laws!
There is a better way to protect free speech on the 
Internet while guarding against the corrupting inþuence 
of unregulated money spent on candidates and campaigns. 

Representatives Tom Allen (D ME) and Charlie Bass (R 
NH) have introduced a bill that does just that: the Internet 
Free Speech Protection Act of 2006, H.R. 4900. This 
bipartisan bill addresses the concerns that free speech might 
be impaired if the Internet is regulated by the FEC (Federal 
Elections Commission). The Internet continues to be a venue 
for important political discussion. The Allen-Bass bill ensures 
free speech on the Internet for bloggers and others without 
opening loopholes in the campaign ýnance laws. 

Both H.R. 4900 and H.R 1606 address the question of how 
the campaign ýnance laws apply to communications on the 
Internet. The Allen-Bass bill, however, protects both Internet 
activity and the campaign ýnance laws, while the Hensarling 
bill returns corrupting soft money to federal elections. 

Take action now to oppose H.R. 1606 and support H.R. 
4900!
The idea of allowing Members of Congress again to make 
use of corrupting soft money to support their campaigns 
through the Internet was recently rejected in federal district 
court, when a judge ruled that an approach like that in the 
Hensarling bill, ñwould permit rampant circumvention 
of the campaign ýnance laws and foster corruption or the 
appearance of corruption.ò We must ensure that this loophole 
approach is also rejected in Congress.
 
TAKE ACTION - Contact Rep. Darlene Hooley

Oregon, 5th District, Democrat
2430 Rayborn HOB
Washington, D. C. 20525-3705
Phone:  (202) 225-5711

Or, go to Rep. Hooleyôs website to send a message 
directly:  http://hooley.house.gov/ 

March 2006
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Identification Required in New 
Voter Registration Process

The last day to register to vote before the May 16, 2006 Primary is April 25.  If you are already a registered 
voter in Oregon, your ballot will be mailed to you around the end of April.

Anyone registering to vote for the ýrst time or who need to update their registration will ýnd that there is 
a new Oregon Voter Registration Card with a space for positive proof of identiýcation.  Hereôs what that 
means, depending on whether you are a new voter or just want to update your registration:

New Voter

A new voter is one who either has never registered to vote before or has not previously registered to vote 
in Oregon.

New voters must ýll out all sections on the voter registration card including proof of identiýcation such as 
Oregon DMV Driverôs License/ID number or the last four digits of your Social Security number.  If you 
do not have either of the above items, there is a list of other acceptable identiýcations listed on the new 
registration card.

Registration Update

You need to update your registration when your residence (even moving to a different apartment within 
a complex) or mailing address changes; your name changes, or you wish to change your political party 
afýliation.

When doing a registration update it is preferred that you ýll out all the sections on the voter registration 
card, including proof of identiýcation just like a new voter.  However, if you are an active voter, you may 
skip ýlling out the proof of identiýcation sections.

If you are not sure if you are on the active voter list or properly registered, call Lincoln County Elections 
at
265-4131 to check.

To see the new Oregon Voter Registration Card go to www.oregonvotes.org.  Yes, the new card can be 
downloaded and printed.

 2006 Primary Election Dates
April 25: Voter Registration Deadline 

May 16:   Election Day

*Note:  If you are registered as aligned with a political party you cannot sign a 
     petition for an independent candidate.
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