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A Publication of the League of Women Voters of Lincoln County - May 2005

Lincoln County Members to
Attend Statewide Conference

The Lincoln County League of Women Voters
will join other local Leagues and the Oregon
State League at its biannual Conference to be
held at Welches near Mount Hood, May 20-22.
Statewide President, Margaret Noel said, “We
can be very proud of our accomplishments in
the past two years, including success in getting
48-hour notification for legislative hearings. The
League’'s work in Citizen Access, Campaign
Finance Reform, Election Laws and Fiscal Pol-
icy are just a few of the areas which will con-
tinue to be a focus for League members.” At
the Conference the League will evaluate the
activities, studies and voter services of the past
two years. Planning the next two years will be
emphasized, including a decision on the focus
of a statewide study to be conducted during the
next two years.

Members of the Lincoln County League are wel-
come to attend as observers, or may voice their
comments, concerns and wishes regarding the
proposed studies at the local League meeting.
If you would like to attend a part or all of the
conference, please contact Sue Krein.

Help Wanted

Your next Wavelengths will be published Sep-
tember, 2005. We need a few volunteers to
help produce the newsletter. Examples: folding
and mailing; using computer (Publisher 2003),
and/or writing and editing articles. Please con-
tact Sue Krein or Joan Haffner if you can help.

Calendar
May 21-23 State LWV Conference at Welches, OR

August 29 1:00 pm Board Meeting
West Coast Bank Board Room
506 SW Coast Hwy, Newport

September 15 noon  General Meeting
Newport Library

Natural Resources
Freely adapted from
Liz Frenkel's board report
For State Conference

Land use planning has the potential for dominat-
ing the election scene in 2006.

Measure 37 in the 2005 legislative hearings has
been labeled confusing, vague, and ambiguous
at best. It is all that and more! It has dominated
the agendas of two legislative committees
(House Land Use and Senate Environment and
Land Use), in addition to the Department of Land
Conservation and Development. The Depart-
ment of Administrative Services had developed a
procedure for filing claims for compensation un-
der Measure 37. The Attorney General is strug-
gling to address both basic and procedural is-
sues raised by the Ballot Measure. He has said
that “public entities may not waive laws on a
blanket basis,” waivers cannot be transferred to
a new property owner, and that the “public entity”
that enforces the law is laible for compensation
claims. Even these answers make liberal use of
the word “generally” and the opinion of the Attor-
ney General is not law, though it is binding on
state agencies.

Whether a rapprochement can be reached be-
tween the committees before the end of the ses-
sion, or even between the two legislative
houses, is not certain. Nor is it certain that state-
wide land use planning will survive.

(continued on page 3.)

LEAGUE MEETING MAY 19

Join us May 19 for our monthly meeting at the
Newport Library. In addition to a discussion of
the statewide conference, the Child Health Posi-
tion will be finalized, and program planning for
2005-2006 will be discussed. All members and
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The major focus this year has been completion
of the Child Health Study. The report was pre-
sented at the Annual Meeting for discussion
and consideration of consensus questions in
preparation for adoption of a position at the
May membership meeting.

At the Annual Meeting on April 21, league
members and representatives from county
health, education, and agencies which provide
for the protection of children, divided into four
groups. Topics of discussion were information,
issues, and the concerns that were identified
during the study (distributed to members in ad-
vance of the meeting), and consideration of the
adequacy of resources to address these con-
cerns.

Based on the results of that discussion, the
Child Health Committee and the Board of Di-
rectors will recommend a position for the LWV
of Lincoln County members to consider for ap-
proval. Adoption of a position will enable our
league and its members to support or oppose
public policy decisions that affect the health,
safety and well being of children in Lincoln
County.

Please join us on Thursday, the 19th, as we
complete this important process.

Sue Krein, President

NEW OFFICERS ELECTED AT
ANNUAL MEETING

Increase in Membership Dues Approved

Jean Cowan and Nancy Jones were elected as
Co-Vice Presidents at the Annual Meeting held
April 21 at Salishan Lodge. They will serve a
two-year term.

At the meeting, the ByLaws were amended to
allow for the election of two vice presidents.

In addition, Mary Banvard was re-elected Treas-
urer for a two-year term, Joan Haffner was re-
elected as a Director for a two-year term.

Nominating Committee members were elected:
Joann Anselone as Chair for one year, and Ann
Eaton for one year.

Continuing officers and directors are: Susan
Krein, President, Suzanne Maxson, Secretary,
and Nancy Leonard and Andrea Sachs, Direc-
tors.

An increase in dues was proposed to cover in-
creased State and National per member pay-
ments. Last year these amounts were increased
and, as a result, the payments our league was
making to LWVOR and LWVUS exceeded the
amounts our members were paying. Most
leagues in Oregon and across the country in-
creased their dues last year to cover this. The
LWV of Lincoln County did not, planning to in-
crease our fund raising efforts to cover the differ-
ence. However, we found that the time involved
in fund raising should be devoted to Voter Ser-
vice and Education and, therefore, proposed to
the membership that the dues be increased.
The increase was approved for the next mem-
bership year, beginning October 1, 2005. The
membership dues will be $50.00 per person and
$75.00 per family.

“The League of Women
Voters of Oregon is a grass-
roots, nonpartisan political
organization which encourages
theinformed and active partici-
pation of citizens in govern-
ment in order to build better
communities statewide.”
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House Elections and Rules Committee Hearing -

March 12 in Florence
SueKrein
As we know, the state legislature has been holding
committee hearings around the state, giving people an
opportunity to see the legidature at work, and to tes-
tify at hearings on bills being heard by various com-
mittees.

Responding to a call from Paula Krane, LWVOR, |
agreed to testify at the subject hearing. Three bills
were presented:

HB 2583 Requires evidence of citizenship
for persons registering to vote for first timein
this state.

HB 2551 Prohibits opening of return identi-
fication and secrecy envelopes in
election conducted by mail until
8:30 am. on date of eection.

SB162  Requires al elections held in state

to be conducted by mail.

Two other people from the league attended, Paula
Krane and a member of the Coos County League.

As the Committee Chair explained, these bills were
the result of concerns raised by voting problems seen
around the country during the last election, not in re-
sponse to any particular problems identified in Ore-
gon.

Testifying on HB 2583, which is opposed by the LWVOR,
was an easy task. To require people registering to vote to
produce a birth certificate or passport would be an unreason-
able and costly requirement. If oneis registering to votein a
state other than the one in which he or she were born could
cost as much as $25.00 in some states to get a copy of a certi-
fied birth certificate and could take several weeks. It would
certainly make our effortsto register voters far more difficult.

Based on the testimony given by people that day, and the re-
sponse of the committee, | am confident that bill will fail, if it
even gets out of the committee.

HB 2551, also opposed by the League, was largely discred-
ited on the basis that delaying the counting of ballots would
create a pressure situation, leading to the kinds of problems
we saw in others states where whole boxes of ballots were
never counted. Vote by mail provides the opportunity to be-
gin the process immediately upon receipt of a ballot, ensuring
amore timely and accurate processing.

SB 162, which is supported by the League, received little op-
position from those testifying. Oregon citizens overwhelm-
ingly support this process, and the few who still miss the
“good old days’ of getting together with neighbors at the lo-
cal polling place, are a minority.

| certainly encourage people to attend these hearings if the
opportunity is presented. This hearing, like others around the
state, was well attended with about 100 people present and at
least 25 testifying.

LWV LINCOLN COUNTY

President Susan Krein Directors:
Vice President Jean Cowan Joan Haffner
Nancy Jones
Martha Holmberg
Treasurer Mary Banvard Nancy Jones
Nancy Leonard
Secretary Suzanne Maxson  Andi Sachs
Committee Chairs:
Land Use Janice Gerdemann
Membership Andi Sachs
Newsletter Betty Sparks
Child Health Martha Holmberg
Nominating Ann Eaton
Voters Service Jean Cowan

Natural Resour ces continued from page 1.

LWVOR ardently supports SB 82 which provides for a task
force to review land use planning during the interim. The
Senate Environment and Land Use Committee passed out the
bill which has a subsequent referral to Ways and Means.
This could be a black hole because the bill carries approxi-
mately a$90,000 price tag.

In addition to land use, LWVOR has commented on the
Ocean Shores Management Plan, the Columbia River Gorge
Commission’s review of its management plan for the Na
tional Scenic Area, and on the Northwest Power and Conser-
vation Council’s Fifth Power and Conservation Plan.

Next BOARD MEETING
August 29 1:00 p.m.
West Coast Bank, Board Room
All members are welcome to attend.




